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§ 3.20 Water skiing.
(a) The towing of persons by vessels

is prohibited, except in designated wa-
ters.

(b) Where towing is authorized, the
following are prohibited:

(1) Towing between the hours of sun-
set and sunrise.

(2) Towing without one person (other
than the operator) observing the
progress of the person being towed.

(3) Towing a person who is not wear-
ing a personal flotation device. If the
person being towed is wearing a flota-
tion device not approved by the United
States Coast Guard, there must be an
approved personal flotation device
readily available in the towing vessel.

(4) Towing or being towed in channels
or within 500 feet of areas designated as
harbors, swimming beaches, or moor-
ing areas, or within 100 feet of a person
fishing or swimming, or a diver’s mark-
er.

§ 3.21 Swimming and bathing.
(a) The following are prohibited:
(1) Swimming or bathing in locations

designated as closed.
(2) Swimming or bathing in violation

of designated restrictions.
(3) Swimming from vessels which are

underway, except in circumstances
where a capable operator is on board
and all propulsion machinery is off and/
or sails are furled.

(b) The superintendent may prohibit
the use of flotation devices, glass con-
tainers, kites, or incompatible sporting
activities within locations designated
as swimming beaches.

§ 3.22 Surfing.
The use of surfboards and similar

rigid devices within locations des-
ignated as swimming beaches is prohib-
ited.

§ 3.23 SCUBA and snorkeling.
The following are prohibited:
(a) SCUBA diving and snorkeling

within locations designated as swim-
ming, docking, or mooring areas, ex-
cept in accordance with conditions
which may be established by the super-
intendent.

(b) Diving in waters open to the use
of vessels, other than those propelled

by hand, without displaying a standard
diver flag.
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§ 4.1 Applicability and scope.
The applicability of the regulations

in this part is described in § 1.2 of this
chapter. The regulations in this part
also apply, regardless of land owner-
ship, on all roadways and parking areas
within a park area that are open to
public traffic and that are under the
legislative jurisdiction of the United
States.

§ 4.2 State law applicable.
(a) Unless specifically addressed by

regulations in this chapter, traffic and
the use of vehicles within a park area
are governed by State law. State law
that is now or may later be in effect is
adopted and made a part of the regula-
tions in this part.

(b) Violating a provision of State law
is prohibited.

§ 4.3 Authorized emergency vehicles.
(a) The operator of an authorized

emergency vehicle, when responding to
an emergency or when pursuing or ap-
prehending an actual or suspected vio-
lator of the law, may:

(1) Disregard traffic control devices;
(2) Exceed the speed limit; and
(3) Obstruct traffic.
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(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section do not relieve the operator
from the duty to operate with due re-
gard for the safety of persons and prop-
erty.

§ 4.4 Report of motor vehicle accident.

(a) The operator of a motor vehicle
involved in an accident resulting in
property damage, personal injury or
death shall report the accident to the
superintendent as soon as practicable,
but within 24 hours of the accident. If
the operator is physically incapable of
reporting the accident, an occupant of
the vehicle shall report the accident to
the superintendent.

(b) A person shall not tow or move a
vehicle that has been involved in an ac-
cident without first notifying the su-
perintendent unless the position of the
vehicle constitutes a hazard or prior
notification is not practicable, in
which case notification shall be made
before the vehicle is removed from the
park area.

(c) Failure to comply with a report-
ing requirement specified in paragraph
(a) or (b) of this section is prohibited.

(d) The notification requirements im-
posed by this section do not relieve the
operator and occupants of a motor ve-
hicle involved in an accident of the re-
sponsibility to satisfy reporting re-
quirements imposed by State law.

§ 4.10 Travel on park roads and des-
ignated routes.

(a) Operating a motor vehicle is pro-
hibited except on park roads, in park-
ing areas and on routes and areas des-
ignated for off-road motor vehicle use.

(b) Routes and areas designated for
off-road motor vehicle use shall be pro-
mulgated as special regulations. The
designation of routes and areas shall
comply with § 1.5 of this chapter and
E.O. 11644 (37 FR 2887). Routes and
areas may be designated only in na-
tional recreation areas, national sea-
shores, national lakeshores and na-
tional preserves.

(c) The following are prohibited:
(1) Operating a motor vehicle not

equipped with pneumatic tires, except
that a track-laying motor vehicle or a
motor vehicle equipped with a similar
traction device may be operated on a

route designated for these vehicles by
the superintendent.

(2) Operating a motor vehicle in a
manner that causes unreasonable dam-
age to the surface of a park road or
route.

(3) Operating a motor vehicle on a
route or area designated for off-road
motor vehicle use, from 1⁄2 hour after
sunset to 1⁄2 hour before sunrise, with-
out activated headlights and taillights
that meet the requirements of State
law for operation on a State highway.

§ 4.11 Load, weight and size limits.
(a) Vehicle load, weight and size lim-

its established by State law apply to a
vehicle operated on a park road. How-
ever, the superintendent may designate
more restrictive limits when appro-
priate for traffic safety or protection of
the road surface. The superintendent
may require a permit and establish
conditions for the operation of a vehi-
cle exceeding designated limits.

(b) The following are prohibited:
(1) Operating a vehicle that exceeds a

load, weight or size limit designated by
the superintendent.

(2) Failing to obtain a permit when
required.

(3) Violating a term or condition of a
permit.

(4) Operating a motor vehicle with an
auxiliary detachable side mirror that
extends more than 10 inches beyond the
side fender line except when the motor
vehicle is towing a second vehicle.

(c) Violating a term or condition of a
permit may also result in the suspen-
sion or revocation of the permit by the
superintendent.

§ 4.12 Traffic control devices.
Failure to comply with the directions

of a traffic control device is prohibited
unless otherwise directed by the super-
intendent.

§ 4.13 Obstructing traffic.
The following are prohibited:
(a) Stopping or parking a vehicle

upon a park road, except as authorized
by the superintendent, or in the event
of an accident or other condition be-
yond the control of the operator.

(b) Operating a vehicle so slowly as
to interfere with the normal flow of
traffic.
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